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FOREWORD

The History of the Chahamanas of Jaloris a part of the
comprehensive work wntten by the author under the title
“Disintegration of Nonxh Indian  Hindu States (C 1175to
1320 A D) for hais D Latt, Degree of the Gorakhpur University
This has been revised and enlarged and will be soon 1n the hands
of Scholars 1o ascess 1ts ments  The Chahamanas of Jalor ruled
over a petty desert state in Rajasthan, far away from the din of
Political upheavals in the heart of Hirdustan However, when
Sultan Alaiddin Khalyi came to tke throne in Defln he surveyed
the entire political stage of the country and decided to brng the
whole of India under s supreme <ontrol Naturally the
remamning Hindu States of the country fell victims to his amb
tious design  The impenal armies moved from Dell to distant
lands and wherever they went, destruction and demolition
followed Gujrat, Chittor, Chandenn and Ranthambhore fell
fighting galantly but none came to the rescue of the other
Kanhadadeva, the rular of Jalor, prided himsclf in his masterly
1solation and witnessed the fall of the sister kingdoms wrth utter
wndifference  However, his own fate was no better When
Alauddin asked him for a passage through his kingdom dunng
bis march agamst Gujrat, he refused the request pownt blank
Alauddin pocketted the 1nsult and waited for an opportunity to
avenge 1t with compound interest  Thus while the Khalj army
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was on 1ts way back from Guyrat, 1t decided under the leadership
of Ulugh Khan to punish the Chahamanas for their insolant
answer and marched through the terntory of Jalor It was
atonce a challenge to the honour and prestige of the Chahamanas
priace which he accepted in nght royal Rajput fashion The
war thus started between the two which dragged on for more
than a decade The tiny kingdom of Jalor with its meagre
resources 1n men and materal was no match to the might of the
Sultan. The Chahamana, succeeded in the minal stage of the
war, obtained a part of the spoils carnied from Gujratand
rescued the 1dol of Somanatha which was being carried to Delhi
Kanhadadeva re established the 1dol and erected a big ten ple
over it In the words of a modern historian * This rescue of
Somanatha forms 1n popular mind Kanhacadevas best and
greatest tit'e to greatness ™

The war continued year after year and Mushm generals
suffered defeat one after the other The Rajputs declared a total
war and every man and woman, nay, the entire nation, was in
arms The Sultan’s anger knew no bounds, but he felt helpless
before the spirited Chahamanas who refused to bow down or
lay down their arms The kingdom suffered considerable dest-
ruction and deprivation at the hands of the Muslims butits
people’s morale was ever so high, for they were delighted to
fight for the noble cause of preserving therr ancient faith, culture
and cwviltzation which were in persl  However, where the
mightiest of the army had failed for years to curb the pride and
prestige of the prince of Jalor, treachery succeeded 1 laymg
low the fortunes of the family n a few days The Mushms won

over to their side ope Bika, a Dahiya Rajput, promising to
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make him the ruler of Jalor on the destruction of the fort
The trattor led the army 1n by an unfrequented, though difficult,
path which had been left undefended and unmanned When
Hiradew1, the traitor’s wife, came to know of 1t, she killed her
husband at once and rushed to the court to report the matter
to Kanhadadeva The sitwation was gnmand desparate and
a bold and courageous bid to dislodge the enemy several
Samantas with thousands of brave Rajput soldfers lost therr
Irves

Finding no escape from death Kanhadadeva’s queens and
others prepared themselves for the rite of Jauhar 1In the mean-
tume prince  Viramadeva’s coronation ceremony was performed
and he was blessed by his mother with eternal fame  Thereafter
all the queens, after having taken their bath and performed the
worship of Gods, ascended the pyre to be consumed by the
sacred fire  On that very day as many as 1584 fires were hitn
which died the women of all castes to preserve their chastity and
bonour as also to allow their men to die martyer’s death in the
defence of therr sacred soil

©On the fifth and final day of the assault the Muslims reached
tbe temple of Kanha Swami which they aimed to destroy Now
Kanhadadeva himself along with the remnant of his chiefs
prepared for the final battle of his life 1n a typrcal Rajput manner
His Samantas stood by him firmly and loyally while death was
stanng them m therr faces and lost their lives while fighting
round therr master Last of all fell the mighty Kanhadadeva, the
Iast of the great Chahamanas, 1n the defence of his country with
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answer and marched through the territory of Jalor It was
atonce a challenge to the honour and prestige of the Chahamanas
prince which he accepted in night royal Rajput fashton The
war thus started between the two which dragged on for more
than a decade The tiny kingdom of Jalor with its meagre
resources 1n men and material was no match to the might of the
Sultan The Chahamanas succeeded tn the mitial stage of the
war, obtained a part of the spous carried from Guyrat and
rescued the 1dol of Somanatha which was being carried to Delh1
Kanhadadeva re established the 1dol and erected a big ten ple
over 1t In the words of a modern historian  This rescue of
Somanatha forms 1n popular mind Kanhadadevas best and
greatest tit'e to greatness

The war continued vear after year and Muslhm gencrals
suffered defeat one after the other  The Rajputs declared a total
war and every man and woman, nay, the entire nation wasin
arms The Sultan’s anger knew no bounds, but he felt helpless
before the spirtted Chahamanas who refused to bow down or
lay down their arms The kingdom suffered considerable dest-
tuction and deprivation at the hands of the Muslims butits
people’s morale was ever so high, for they were delighted to
fight for the noble cause of presarving their ancient faith culture
and civilization which were 1n peril  However, where the
mightiest of the army had failed for years to curb the pride and
prestige of the prince of Jalor, treachery succeeded n laying
low the fortunes of the family 1n a few days  The Mushms won
over to therr side one Bika, aDahiya Rajput, promising to



vir

make hum the ruler of Jalor on the destruction of the fort
The trattor led the army 1n by an unfrequented, though difficult,
path which had been left undefended and unmanned When
Hiradewi, the traitor’s wife, came to know of 1t, she kitled her
husband at once and rushed to the court to report the matter
to Kanhadadeva The situation was gnmand desparate and in
a bold and courageous bid to dislodge the ememy several
Samantas with thousands of brave Rajput soldfers lost their
lives

Finding no escape from death Kanbadadeva’s queens and
otters prepared themselves for the nite of Jauhar  In the mean-
time prince Viramadeva's coronation ceremony was performred
and he was blessed by his mother with eternal fame  Thereafter
all the queens, after having taken their bath and performed the
worship of Gods, ascended the pyre to be consumed by the
sacred fire  On that very day as many as 1584 fires were It in
which died the women of all castes to preserve their chastity and
honour as also to allow thetr men to die martyer s death n the
defence of ther sacred soil

On the fifth and final day of the assault the Mushims reached
the temple of Kanha Swami which they aimed to destroy Now
Kanhadadeva himself along with the remnant of his cheefs
prepared for the final battle of his life 1n a typical Rajput manner
His Samantas stood by him firmly and loyally whils death was
starng themin their faces and lost their hives while fighting
round therr master Last of afl fell the mighty Kanbadadeva, the
last of the great Chahamanas, 1o the defence of his country with
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its anciznt religron and culture holding aloft the highest ideals of
his race

Kanhadadeva was indeed & man of character with hch
tdeals and on question of principles he refused to compromise
Tt was this quality as well as his high sease of duty and responsi-
bilities that midz hina eoal leader of me1, and hus foltowers
insptte of great hardships and privations brought about by a
protracted sicge las 1ng for nearly a decade, served him loyally
and faithfully upte the end and quietly and calmly laid down
their lives by his sid2 in an unequal contest where nothing but
duath was the only certainty  As a general he was probably not
forior to any of his Hindu contemporaries  To have kept
fighting agatast the mught of Sultan Alauddin almost through-
out his reign was in tself o feat in which none clse cqualled or
surpasssd lim  In fact Kanhadadsva represented the Rajput
chivalty at us best  However, he had not that rare statesman-
ship which enables one te risc above the weaknesses and preju
dices of one s age and become the founder of a new and better
order He was a great man 1n lis own way but he might have
been regarded even much greater, had he combined with Rantha
mbhore, Chittor, Malwa and Gujrat sn therr common ¢ndeavour
to fight Muslim aggression and thereby save his own mdepen-
dance and that of the rest of Hindu India

The History of Jalor 1s sllumunating and 1t represents the
other side of the picture conveniently 1gnored by Mushm hustort-
ans The author descrves our heattiest congratulations for
filiog up thts vacuum The whole description gives not only
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a fascinating reading, making one, so to say, spell bound, but
also provides a vivid picture of the state of affates obtaining at
the time  We talk of total wars today, but 1t was practised
centuries ago 1n the tiny kingdom of Jalor for over 2 decade by

its hero Kanhadadeva who immortalised himself m the annals
of time,

Dated 51179 R. B. Singh



PREFACE

Oniginally the precent work was a part of my thests entitled
“The Disintegration of North Indian Hindu States (C 1175
A D-C I320A D)’ in two volumes submitted 1n 1970
for the D Latt degree of the Gorakhpur University. An attempt
has been made in the present work to construct the political
history of the Chahamanas of Jalor from C 1161 A D the year
of the foundation of the kingdom to the fall of the dynasty 1n
C 1311 A D The struggle of the Hindu kingdoms during the
two centurtes of Islam’s fight for the political domination of
North Tndia 1s one of the least known chapters of Indta’s Medi-
eval History So far all writers have written the history of the
Delhi Sultanate based entirely on Muslim accounts, but they have
not said aword about the y rulers, their

and failures, their nternecine wars leading to dynastic rivalartes
and above all therr stuborn resistance to the Turkish aggression

The History of the Sultanate 1s the history of a race of Con-
querors preserved entirely 1n Mushim accounts and 1z this context
only strav references have been made here and there to the Indian
rulers who opposed them  This deliberate attempt on the part of
Mustim historrans to omit altogether the part played by the Indian
prnces and  their people 1s significant, Besides ther superb
resistance to the invasion of thexr country by the Turks, alien
race, religion and language, the Hinde princes had to perform
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their Xingly duties 1n accordance with the faws and customs of
the country The epic struggle of the Chahamana pnince
Kanhadadeva of Jalor, matchiess 1n uts sublime aloofness aganst
Alauddtn Khaly, the seightiest of the Delhi Sultans, lasting for
more than fifteen years, leading to enormous loss of hfe and
property and involving a great and unparallelled sacrifice on the
part of the prince and ks people t the desert kingd

of Jalor with meagre resources just for the maintepance of their
freedom and the preservation of their anctent faith, has been

practically passed over with scant attention by these court
histortans

These achrevements and faures of the Indian rulers contrr-
bute noless to the history of the country than the establishment of
the Deltn Sultanate The process has been reversed therefore,
and an atterpt has been made 1n the following pages to present
the history of the Chahamana pnnces of Jalor based on Hindn

hiterary  and i d

PP by Mushm
accounts Among the Hindu sources the Hammira-mada~-mardana
of ¥ ba, the Kirul dv of S Vividhatirtha
Kalpa of I b Suri, the Kh hchh i of

Jinapala and Muhnot’s Namn Stki Khyat are important, byt

Kanhada-de-Prabandha of Pad bh

1s of special significance
It was composed 11 the middle of the 15th century A D

Based, as 1t 15, on written as well as traditional accounts at the
disposal of the author, 1t 15 a reliable work on the achievements
of Kanhadadeva, the Chahamana prince of Ialor, and some of us
portions are corroborated by Mushim accounts as well  But for

this book the History of the last Chahamana ruler of Jafor would
have remained incomplete,

for us
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Next, 1n order of importance, come several scores of tnscri-
ptions which throw a welcome light on the contemporary events
These inscriptions, dealing with land grants or donations to
Brahmanas, temples or places of Leammg, some time refer to the
wars or other achieverznts of the princes during whose reigns

they were issued

The Hindu account of the pertod 1sas important as the
Muslim sources In fact each supplements the other, and the
history of India can be authentic and accurate only when 1t draws
1ts matenials equally from both the sources Thouph both suffer
from the same defect, for while the Hindn books exaggerate the
achievements of the Hindu rulers, the Muslim accounts indulge
no less 1n exaggerating the achievements of the Sultans of Delh
1n their aggressive wars agatnst the Hindus  However by means of
compatison and contrast these défects can be casily set night and
an approximately correct picture can be drawn  Among th> chief
Mushm sources mention can be made of the Taj ul-Maasir of
Hasan Nizami, Khazainul Futuh of Amir Khusrau, Tarikh 1-Firoz
Shaht of Ziauddin Barni, Haji-ud Dabir's Zafrul Vali and
Tankh-i-Firishta which provide us with constderable useful

mformatfon on the subject under reference !

The monograph has been devided tnto six chapters Chapter I
deals with Kirtipala and the foundatton of the kingdom of
Jalor  The act of ha have been d dim
chapter I Chapter ITI deals with the Chahamana kingdom of
Jalor at its zenth under Udayasimba (C 1205-C 1257 A D.}
Chapters 1V and V deal with the reign of Chachigadeva (C 1257~

A D C 1282A D) and Samantasimha (C 1282A D C 1305A D)
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tespectively.  Chapter VI the last one deals with Kanhadadeva's
clash with Alauddin Khalji and the fall of the kingdom. The
special feature of the chapter is the glorious and superb resistance
of the bravc and 1llustrious Chahamaua prince against the might
of Alauddm Kh:ﬂjn ensrly \h:‘most powerful Seltan of Delhi,

1 consider it my bounden duty to express my profound sense
of cbhigation and gratitude to my revered teacher Dr. R. B,
Singh for contributing a very,valuable Foreword for this work,
T also take this opportunity to thankfully acknowledge the help
T have received from Shri Ghulam Saqlan Syed-in, reading the
proof and preparing the Index 1 would be however failing in my
dutyf Tdo not express my smcere thanks to all those who
have rendered valuable help 1 various capacities Lastly Iam
also thankful to the Gorakhpur University for the financia}
assistatance rendered towards the publication of the work.

Novembet 10, 1979 Ashok K. Srivastava

1 T “e

-
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CHAPTER 1
3

KIRTIPALA

(C. 1160-1182 A. D.")
.

Establishment of the Lingdom of Jalor

The Sonagaras, one of the twentyfour branches of the
Chahamanas, were the rulers of Javalipura which is also known
s Suvarnagiri or Sonagin and it is on account of their association
With Suvarnagiri? that they are called Sonagras. They had

branched off from the hine of the Chabamana kings of Naddula
ard are thus the d d

of king Lakst It was
Kirtipalat the son of Alhana, who at first made Suvarnagiri his

st of government.  From his copper plate inscription of Nado!,
wted in V. L1218 (c.1161 A. D) doring the reign of his father,
we learn that the Rajskula Alhanadeva and Kumara Kelhanadeva

VI3 ke laver Jain Irscriptions of the descendants of Kirtipala thi
brarch 1 callefhe Soniganss (Mavar, P, C. : Jain Lekha-Sangeahs ,
1 p. 348, No, 739) which fmay be 1ald 10 have been decned form
Seramapind, the nane ot fhe Bill fort of Jalor mentloned in some
©f the fraerptions of Samantaumha {1182-1332 A. D }of this branch
{Ibidy p. 243, No, 503}, Alia see Dr, G, N, Sharma: Rajesthan Ka
Te.hat, VoS, Secand Tdities, 1973, p. 182,

T Rt pa'nles'es bzowen ay Kits,
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were pleased to give hmm  tweleve wvillages appertaming
to Naddulas These were Naddulagrama Sugera  Damyt,
Kavilada, Sonanama, Morckera, Harvandam, Madada,
Kanasuvam, Devasuri, Nadada and Mauvadi, all 1o the Godwad
division of the former Jodhpur State.! Perhaps these places
‘belonged to the distreict of Naddular  Muta Nainst would have
us believe that Jalor,2 which was in the possession of a Paramara
king, was se1zed by Kitu (Kirtipala) by wineing fus Pradhana a
Dahiya Rajput, over to his side 3 The possession of Jalor by
the Paramaras at least till [f17 A, D s supported by an
unpublished inscription nthe Topakhanaat Jalor 4 This shows
that Jalor (Javalipura) was taken possession of by Kirtipala during
the reign of his father who, with the spproval of Kumara
Kelhana, confirmed st.  In the hight of this, the statement 1n the
Sundha hill mmscoption that ‘as a Rapsvara of Naddufar’
Kirtipala took up his residence at Javabipura,® can only mean
that he was made ruler of a portion of the kingdom by hus father
and he also continued to remaia as such even during the resgn of
his brother Kelhana. Thus 1t1s quite clear that Kirtipala took
and got ad e

a keen interest i the

EI, Vol IX, pp 67-70

»

Jalorwasa strong fost bwlton a hill about one thousand feet high
It was situated on the borcers of Marwar kingdom about 50 miles
south-east of Sevana

MNK, Vol 1, p. 152, Accordmg to Dr G N, Sharma, Jalor was
captured by Kutipala mn about 1181 A, D Rajas han Ka lthas, Vol
1, Second Edatsos, 1973 p, 182,

“

>

EL, Vol XL, P 74,

')

EI, Vol IX,pp.76-77, V., 36,
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expeniene duning the hife time of lus father as well as under his
elder brother Asearly asm V E 1218 (C 1161 A D ) be had
obtamed 12 villages from his father and brother Kelhana over
which he ruted Symlarly, a Jann grant from Nadol, dated V E
1218 (C 1161 A D)and another Jain mscription from the
temple of Saciya Mata at Osia, dated V. E 1236 (C 1179 A D)
informs us that Kirtipala took part 1n the adminsstratson * Thus
1s further borne out by the fact that from this place he approved
and countersigned a grant made by Ajayasi, son of Maharaja-
putra Kumarass, 1o the year V E 1220 %

The term ‘Rajesvara® as mentioned 1n the Sundha hill 1nscre
ption,* may also mean the lord of the kingdom of Nadol, but this
Titetal meantag of the term may not be applied here to Kirtioala

who could not succeed to the throne of Nadol in the lfe time
of his elder brother who if

g toa Jan p was 1
occupation of the throne of Nadol up to V E 1249 (1192A D),
which 13 certamnly a later date by more than ten years from
the date of sifting the residence to Jalor by Kirtipala £ Thus,
the term as mentioned above may also indicate that Kirtipala
might have beena claiment to the throne of Nadol, but during
the life time of hus elder brother Kelhana this was out of question
Dr Choudhary thinks that “the appropriate sense of the term

mway be the bighest honourable title to a man of the royal family
who assisted in the ad

ration 1n various e

Jain Lekha Sangratia 1,p 193
El, Vol XIII p 238
EL Vol 1X, pp 76-77,V 3§

s WA e

Choudbary G C  Polinscal Hotory of Northern Indis, p 139,
lod, p 160
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Vicotory over the Turks

The Sundha hill inscription further tells us that he defeated
a Kiratakupa chief named Asala, and at Kaszhrada routed an
army of the Turushkas * Dr Bhandarkar is inchined to 1dentify
the Kiratakupa chief Asala with the successor of Madanabrah
madeva, who 1s referred to 1n the mutilated inscription of V E
1235(1178 A D) 1n the temple of Somesvara at Kiraduasa
feudatory chieftain of the Chaulukya king Bhimadeva IT 2 This
however, 1s a conjecture based on the nearness of the dates of
Kutipala and Madanabrahmadeva and the identification of
Kiratakupa with Kiradu  about 16 mles north west of Barmer
i the former Jodhpur State  We know that Alhanadeva obtaned
Kiratakupa through the favour of Kumarapala i 1152
AD,3 but1t appears sometime afterwards 1t was transferred to
Madanabrahmad or his by the Chaulukya king
The place Kasahrada where he 1scredited to have routed an
army of the Turushkas 1s to be identified with modern Kayadran
(Sirohi) at the foot of Mount Abu% where Muhammad Ghon
was defeated and his army facod a disaster at the hands of the
Chaulukyas m 1178 A D The Prabandha Chintamani mentions
the place by the name Godararaghatta & Kurtipala, with hus elder
brother Kelhana might have joined the Chaulukya forces against
the common enemy Thus it seems certan that Kirtipala by way

ET \d I\ p 2

Itd,p 2

Tod pp 43-16

EI Vol XI p 72 sceabo Vot IX p 73
SIGM,Val I p 97

T
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of assisting Mularaja 11 the Chaulukya ruler of Gujrat {1176 78
A D) must have fought with the Turushkas,® mn the year
1178A D

Relations with the neighbouring States

An unpublished Kumbhalagadh 1nscription seems to ndi-
cate that Kitu ousted the Medap Guhila §: mha, but
was himself driven out of the country by Kumarasimha, the

younger brother of Samantasimha, who after pleasing the Gury-
ara kmg became king at Aghatapura 2 The pr hity gned
to Kirtipala by his father was not far from the frontiers of
Mewarand Dr Ray holds that it is therefore quite likely
that on the mstructions and with assistance of Ajayapala (the
Chaulukya king) Kirtipala 1ovaded Mewar and occupted 1t on
behalf of the Caulukya king This possibly happened sometime
after C 1171 A D., the date of the Jacat wseription of Samanta-
simha and before C: 1179 A D the date of fus Solay
mscription 3 It appears that the country was occupted by
Kirtipala but his brother Kumarasimha seems to have pacified
the wrath of the Chaulukya king Ajayapala and through his
favour he yot himself seated on the throne of Aghatapura When
the peace was thus restored between the Guhilats and the
Chaulukyas, the Chahamana prince quitted Me var and returned
back to his onigimal principality  Rarttpala was highly 1ncensed
by this ingratitude and partiality for his enemy and seems to have

1 Shastri D R Guyeatano Madhyakal ma Ragput | thasa p 342
2 Ojha Rajaputana~ka It has Vol IT p 451 foot-note 2
$ DHN3, Vot I p 1183
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d d the all to the Chaulukya throne in the later part
of lus resgn 1 Thug, Kurtipala was the first Jalor ruler to mitiate
an ant Chavlukya policy and his successors merely followed in
his footsteps 2 This fact may be corroborated by the Sundha
hall nscniption, according to which Kirtipdla “... pierced with
arrows » Kiratakuta prince by name Asala " 3 QObviously,
the prince 1n question was a feudatory chief of the Chaulukyas of
Guyrat which 15 borne out by Jain inseniptions thatin V. E 1209
and V. E 1218, us ruler recognised the suzeramty of Kumara-
palat (C 1143.72 A D)andin V E 1235, 1ts ruler Madanabr-
hmadeva acted asa fcudatory chief to the Chaulukya king L]
has been suggested that Asala was probably Madanabrahma’s
successor ©

Thus, Kirtipala appears to have played d considerable part
10 the politics of his ttme His relation with his brother Kelhana
continued fo be cordial Dr Sharma, however, infers that “‘the
relations between the two brothers do notseem after allto have
‘been very cordial, and it was perbaps this fact which led Kirtipala,
a man of ambittous and adventurous nature, to seek s fortunes
gliewhere * 7 He had at least three sons and a daughter whose
name, according to verse 41 of the Sundha hill 1nseriptions, was

Sharma, D Parly Chauhan Dynasties, p 144
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RIRTIPALA 7

Rudaladevs, who 1ssaid to have butlt two temples of Swa at
Javahipurs The same nscription tells us of the name of hus eldest
son Samarastmha, and the names of the other two sons, namely,
Lakt fa and Abhayapala are bed in the Lalrai stope
mscripton,® dated V. E 1233 (1176 A. D)) as proprietors
(Bhokin) of Smavana to be wdentifixd with sodern sonana It

was one of the villages, granted by Alhapa to Kirtipala who later
on scems to have made 1t over to his sons  Kurtipala recerved the
principality of Jalor during his father’s retgn sometune between
1152 and 1161 A D, the date of his Nadol copper plate 1nscni-
ption and he continued to rule, 1t perhaps, as foras 1182 A. D

the first known date of his successor, He was, however, notan
independent ruler but held his fief at least during the early part
of s reign through the favour of hus elder brother Kelhana

He seems to have been an ambitious as well as an overwhel-
mngly resourceful person, and n the words of Dr  Sharma “It
was no mean achievement for a younger brother to have carved
out for himself a kingdom n that Inlly tract of Mewar which 1n
future resisted for years even the great mught of the Mughals of
Delhy, and the achievement was still greater when, on bemng

pelled by to 1t, he had and
courage enough to lay the foundations of another kingdom almost
equal 1n strength to that ruled over by Ius clder brother Kelhana,
and that too most probably by acting against the m ghty Chaulu-
kya power which had shown 1ts streagth not merelv by evicting
Kirtspala from Mewar, but had also measured swords successfully

1 EI, Vol XI,p. 43



8 KIRTIPALA

with the redoubtable Muhammad Ghor1 1 He was an orthodox
Hindu tolerant to other sects as well This may be borne out by
s Nadol grant dated 1161 A D wherein he has been shown as
worshipping  Surya and Mahesvara, offering oblations to the
sacred fire and then granting a benefaction to the Jain temple of
Mahavira 2 According to Nainsy, * Kitu was a great Rajput * 2

1 ECD,p
2 EI Vol IX,pp 67-70
3 MNK Vol I,p 152



CHAPTER II
SAMARASIMHA
) {C. 11821204 A. D)

Kirtipala was followed on the throne by his son Samarasimha
for whose reign we have the following inscriptions: « o

(i) The Jalor stone inscription, dated V. E. (239 (1182A D),
was found at Jalor inthe former Jodhpur State andis incised
on two lintels, one above the other of the principal cloister of
an old mosque, now used as'a Topakhana. The inscription upOI:l
the upper lintel contains thiee lines, while the lower one is
composed of four lines. It refers to the reign of Maharaja Samar-
asumha, son of Maharaja Kirtipaladeva. 1t further speaks of the
Rajapurz (Rajaputra) Jojala as Rajya-Chintaka, i.e., appare~
ntly a person looking after the adfmni ion of the kingd
BY the way we are told that he held in scorn the multitude of the
unsettled tribes of the whole district of Pilvahika.! This Jojala
i3 said to be the maternal uncle of Samarasnmha. o

{ii) The Jalor stone mscnpnon. datcd V. E. 1242 (1185

A. D) is incised on a lmlel in the second storey over the Mihrab
of the same mosque referred ¢o above. It contains four different,

 Puvahika 10 be identified with Pilva in the Parbasar Distict of the
Jodbpur State, on the frontiers of the Kishengarh State and the Taskaras
(the unsettled tribes) are perhaps the Baveis who mll abound lbem.

3 El, Vol X1, pp. 52-58, -



10 THE CHAHAMANAS OF JALOR

statements, all pertamning to the same temple The first part
speaks of a certain temple, known as Kuvara Vihara built by Kum
aarpala, upon the fort of Kanchangirt bel to Javalipura 1n

V E 1221 (Javahipuriva Kanchanagsre gadhasyopari 1n line one)
The second part says that 1t was rebuilt ;o V E 1242 by Bhandan
Yasoviea tn accordance with the orders of Maharaja Samarasi
mhadeva, the ornament of the Chahamana family and the lord
of the countrv.1

He 15 also referred to 10 the Sundhz Il nscriptrion waca
says that he built extensive ramparts on the Ranakachala and
founded the town Samarapura, after having weighed himsell
against gold  The town of §: remains vnidennified and
the Kanakachala, according to Dr  Ojha, 15 the name of Jhe fort
of Jalor which 1s locally known as Sonalgadh arnd tn an tascri
ption, dated V.E 1221, referred to above, 1t 1s called Kanchan
agadh  The fort 1s about 800 yards n length and 400 yards 1n
width and crowns a rocky il of an altiuude of 1200 feet above
the surrounding plain *  But accordimg to Dr Bhandarhar,
however, Kanchanagirt or Kanakachal was the name of the il
on which the fort of Jalor is suuated ® It appears that when

Rartipala carved out this principality for himself and established
ut as he

his capital at Jalor, he commenced the fortification B
did ot lwve Tong after, the work was completed by hlsﬂson

Samarasimha )

I EL Vol \I, pp 5655
2 Ibd, Vel 1N p 73
3 Ibd,Vol NEp T4 s ;.



SAMARASIMHA n

The following 1nseriptions which supply us with no dynastic
ames and which, according to Dr Bhandarkar, belong to the
eign of Guhilaputra Samantasimba, deserve & careful exami-

1ation

They are v oo

1)
(a) The Uthman inscription, dated V. E 1256,

refernng to the reign of Samantastmha *

(b) The Bamnera mscription No 1, dated V E 1238,

seferning to the reign of Maharaja Samantasimha 2 ‘

(¢) The Bamnera nscription No 2, dated 1258,

referring to the reign of the same king 3

{4} The Sanderav addcription, dated V B 1258, 1 T

ncised on a Jain temple und referning to the reign of

the same king 4 ) )

i 1
O] ThefBamncra mscription No 3, dated V E 1258

e
and referring to'the reign of the same king 5
1 3

If these mscriptions belong to the reign of the Guhllot king'
Samantasimha; as Dr ‘BHandarkar thinks, then his reign‘would
cover the period at least up to 1205 &> D, which doct not seem
peobable, for we have seen above that[ when he was ousted from’
Mewar by Kistipala, hus younger brother, after pleasing the!
Gurjara king, became king at Aghatapura, Secondly, the prov-

Wk W

k 1
.
ASE WG, 1916~17, pp 6546 . N
Ibid, 1903-9 p 52 AlsoEl, Vol XX,p 6¢ PR
EI Vol X\, No 445 '
Ihid , No 446

Ted , No 447 )



12 THE CHAHAMANAS OF JALOR

enance of the inscriptrons s an important factor to be considered
The two places, namely, Bamnera and Sanderav, were i the
of the Chah as the B grant! and the
sanderav stone nscription? of the Chabamana king Kelhana
clearly reveal, and the Guhilots h claim their p
of the same  The dates from 1199 to 1202 A D as supphed by
these nscriptions may be the Chahamana Maharaja Samarast
mha’s dates, for the earliest known date of his successor is 1205
A D2 Under the circumstances f may be quite reasonable to

accept these mscriptions as belonging to the reign of the Chaha-
mana king Samarasimha.

The Kadi grant of Bhimadeva Il of Guyrat, dated 1206
A D, tells usthat he married Liladevs, the daughter of the
Chahu (mana) Rana (ka) Samarasimha £ This Chahu (mana)
Rana (ka) 1s none other than the Chahamana king Samarasimha
of Jalor We have seen above that Maharaja Samarasimha had
two brothers and a sister  And besides his daughter Liladev: he
fhad at least two sons namely, Manavasimba the elder, and
Udayasimba, the younger son ® Welearn from Dr  Opha that
the book of the Badavas of Stroh1 records that Manava was the
younger son and he 15 1nclined to aceept this on the ground that
Udayasimha ascended the throne after Samarzsimha ® Muta

161 , Vol X111 pp 20 =11
Ibid , Vol IX pp 46-47

BG, Vol 1 Part I, pp 47476

1A, Vol VI,p 195 Plate 11 fnel
El Vol 1X,p 80

Ojha, SI, p 180
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SAMARASIMHA ‘3

Nainsi, howere, places one Arisicsha  between Samarasimha
and Udayasimha.! Tt 13 lkely that the name of Arisimha
stands for that of Manavasimha who had, by virtue of ts birth
the fea) claim o the throne, but was ousted by Udayasimta.
D;. Ray also opines that po'ssibly this brother (Manavasimha)
preceded Udayasimha as ruler of Jalor.t  As the earliest knowa
date of his'snn and’ successot Udayasimha is 1202 A. D, a~d
the fast known date of Samarasimha is 1202 A.D.,, wemay
lude that he died ime between these two d;ms.

\We leatn fgoxn ‘{he Sundha hill inscription that Samarasimba
was fond of buildings, friendly towards the learned and very
charitable. “He is said to bave given many tuladanas® buily
wany émpar\s on the Kanakachala'or Suvarnapiri at Jator,
equipped them “with machines of many kinds, store houses and
battlements of the Vidyapati type.t ' He also built a town
ramed Samarapuraand beavtified it with gardens.® His sister
Rudaladevi was equalty found of buildings and built two temples
dedicated to Siva'e Similarly, Bhandari Yasovira, tepaired the
temple called Kunwaravihiara by his orders.”

I MNK, vor I, p. 153 -
3 DHNI, Vor. 11, p. 1126
3 Vene, 40,

4 Ibd, Verse 33,
5 Ibid, Verse 40,
6 Ibid, Verse 41,

7 Jalor bascerprion hvo.

e 2edlted by [y, p, g, Ehandarkar, EY,, Vot X1,
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CHAPTER 111
UDAYASIMHA
(C. 1204-1257 A. Dy

Udayasimha,® the second son, came to the throne sometime
before 1205 A, D We have the following inscriptions for his
Feign ¢
(1) The Bhinmal stone inscription (No. 1), Tt is inci;ed on

the upper face of the lower, square‘ sctiop of a pillar

of the temple of Jagaswami at Bhinmal and opens with

SOm Namah“Suryayz,;‘ :md 19‘dat=\,i V. E. 1262

{1205 A, D). It fefers stself to the prosperons and

victonous reign of Mah dhiraja Sri Ud: had,

in the term of office of the E’ancha, conststing of Asvapss
and others and records the grant of 40 dramma, by
Vilhaka at the Yatra, festival, 1o be deposited in the

h we have four Bhinmal inseripte

1 10 the refgn of Ud
sons dated 1 the Vikrama year 1262, 1274, 1305 and 1306, respectively.
Dated s the last of these years 15 also a manuserips of the Nirbbayabhi-
smavyayoga of Remchandra (quoted by Dr D.R, Bhandassar, EI, Vol.
X1,p.76). On the bass of these szcords, the Jatest dafe of Udayas-
mha was fixed approumately V. 1306, Bus recently thé discovery of
the Kharataragachchhapattaval begun by Jinspala and contianed by
bas successors enable us to push forward the date by neazly eight;years
. oted by Sbarma, D. : Eaely Chauhan Dyaatties, p 148 Thus Prv
Sharma concludes that Udayssumba mght have ruled for neas y 52

years (Thid).



UDAYASIMHA
IR UL N PR PO at

teeasury of god Jagaswami, and also another grant of
’ 15 dranitas by one Madra\ca RIS

LR Vet o

(2) . The Bhinmal stone jnscription (No, Dy daledV E. 1274
{1217 A. D.), is incised on 3 .pillar onthe west face of
the third yight’ hand piltar in Baraji’s test house at

Bhinmal.s It refersto the reign of the same as inNo. 1,

durmg lhc !erm ol' office oT the Pancha conslstmg of
. Sa Depala and’ olhem. It r:cards a grant for the
, ‘ offiering ol' Nauvcdyn to the god Jagaswaml.

(3) The Bhirinal stone inscription (No. 3)'dated V. E. 1305
© (1248 A.D.)'is incised . ©a the south face of . the ;fifth
right gillde on the: right hand * of Baraji’s rest house at
* Bhintal and refers itself to the reign of the same as in
N¢. 1, during the term -of office of the Pancha consis-
/ ting df ‘Mabint Gajasimba and other:: It records the
" gtint of 50 drammas’ deposited in the treasury of the
kcd’jagas(wmi Bt the Asvin festival.3 . .: .«

Lo A
i L S I P S TS VT R

1 18) The Bhinma) (stone. ingription (No 4) ,It is found in
the wallcd enclosure of the temple K anakamba
Mahadeva, about 2, mde from mamal the Jaswam-
pur stgxct of Jthe, former Jodhpur Statc [t is dalcd
V. E. 1306 (1249A D). Tt refers to Mahara]adhlraja
Sri Udayasimhedeva and the Panvha{ conslstmg of
Mahama Gajasimha and O\hcrs appomted by hlm. ‘was

R VI )
b BG, Vol. 1, Part 1, pp, 474-7", No. V1L,
2 1bid, pp, 475-76, No. VIII.

3716, bpATETT, No TN, *- iee 7



16 THE CHAHAMANAS OF JALOR

exercising local auvthonty at Spmala  The object of
the grant 13 to record two benefacttons 40 drammas
were depostted 1n the treasury of of the god Jagaswami,
the Sutya divinity of Srimala by two brothers, Mathura
Kayastha by caste and 15 drammas by one Tathaka
on the same day for his spiritual ment *

He 15 also referred to 1n the Sundha hitl inscription, accord-

mg 1o which he ruled the glorious Naddula, the glorious
Javalipura Mandavyapura, Vagbhatameru, Surachanda, Rata-

hrada, Kheda, R Srimala, p P and
other places His queen was Prahladavadevi who bore him two
sons, Chachigad and Ch d Regarding s exploits

the nscription states that he curbed the pnde of the Turuska,
was not to be conquered by the Gurjara king and put an end to
Sindhuraya He wasa scholar conversant wath the great works
of Bharata® (Bbarata’s Natyasastra) and others He built two
Siva temples at Javalipura 3 OF these places Naddula, Javalipura
and Mandavyapura are obviously Nadol, Jalor and Mandor
respectively, the Jast about 6 miles north of Jodbpur  Vagbbata-
mera 15 Badmer, not, however, the place which goes at present
by the name, but Juna Badmer or simply Juna, asitisalso
called, about 12 miles south=west of modern Badmer 4 Surach-

El, Vol XI,pp 55-57

De D Sharma however, translates the wotd *Bharatamukha Mahag-
rantba’ of the verse (46) as Mababharata on account of the accompan
ying word Makagrantba (Easly Chauban Dynastict, p 155 and ako
footnute 55)

EL, Vol IX,p 73

Dr Sharma identifies 1t with Badrmer proper {Early Chauhan Dynas-
ties, p148)

*
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UDAYASIVHA "

anda 1s Surachand n the Sanchor Dustrict and Ratahrada has sts
name still surviving 10 Raddhada, by w'nch the district round
about Nagargudha 1n Mallani s still popularly known Khedu
15 Kher 1n Mallany, the ancient capital of the vrovince Ramas-
at1ya, Srimala, Ratnapura and  Satyapura are Ramsen, Bhunmal,
Ratanpur and Sanchor, respectively Up to the time of Samar-
asimha the principality of Jalor had been confined to the Jalor
Distnct and the terntory intervening between 1t and Kuradu, but
with the coming of Udayasimha on the throne the kingdom
seems to have extended considerably  After Kelhana the
kingdom of Naddula had broken tnto picces and a major portion
of 1t now formed the part of Jalor kingdon  Most of the places
mentsoned above were formerly tn thé possession of the Nadoliya
branch Nadol, the very seat of their government, which was
conquered first by the Muslims and then by the Guhilot king
Jaitrasimha, was now 1n lus possesston Mandvyapura was
tuled atleast up to 1193 A D by one Sodhaladeva, the son of

Kelhana, but the mghty arms of Udayasimha apparently
conquered 1t i

The Sundha hill wscniption also speaks of Udayasimha as
having put and end to Sindhuraja and as not having been conqu
ered by the Gurjara king Dr H C Ray pounts out that “the
word Sindbu raja may also mean king of Sindhu which <ountry
was not very far from the boundary of Udayasimha's kingdom "1
But Dr D R Bhandarkar tnes to 1dentify hum with the prince
of that name, belonging to the branch of the Lata Chahamanas,
whose son Sankha® was defeated near Cambay by Vastupala duning

1 DHNL, Vol IL,p 1123, footenote 12,
2 Sankba was alio Knowa as Saagramusink,
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exercising local authority at Srimala. The object of
the grant is to record two benefactions. 40 drammas
were deposited in the treasury of of the god Jagaswami,
the Surya divinity of Srimala by two brothers, Mathura

- Kayastha by caste and 15 drammas by one Tathaka
on the same day for his spititual merit.2

He is also referred to in the Sundha hill inscription, accord-
ing to which he ruled the glorious Naddula, the glorions
Javalipura Mandavyapura, Vagbhatameru, Surachanda, Rata-
hrada, Kheda, R i Srimala, P and

other places. His queen was Prahladavadevi who bore him two
daraja, Regarding his exploits

sons, Chachigadeva and Ch
the inscription states that he curbed the pride of the Turuska,
was not to be conquered by the Gurjara king and put an end to
Sinchuraja, He wasa scholar conversant with the great works
of Bharata? (Bharata’s Natyasastra) and others. He built two
Siva temples at Javalipura,® Of these places Naddula, Javalipura
and Mandavyapura are obviously Nadel, Jalor and Mandor
respectively, the last about 6 miles north of Jodhpur. ‘Vagbhata-
mera 1s Badmer, not, haowever, the place which goes at present
by the name, but Jupa Badmer or simply Juna, asitisalso
called, about 12 miles south-west of modern Badmer.¥ Surach-
)

EI, Vol. XI, pp. 55-57.
D1, B Sharma, however, tranilates the word ‘BharatamukhaMabage
rantha’ of the verse (46) as Mahabharata on account of the accompan-
ying word Mabagraniha (Early Chauban Dynastics, p. 155 and also

-

footnate 55).
El, Vol, IX, p. 73,
4 Dr.Sharmaa dentifies it With Badmer proper (Early Chauban Dynss

Iy




UDAYASIMHA 7

nda 15 Surachand 1n the Sanchor Dustrict and Ratahrada has s
ame still surviving 10 Raddhada, by which the district round
bout Nagargudha in Mallani s still poapularly known  Khedu
s Kher 1n Mdllant, the ancient capital of the brovince  Ramas-
aiya, Snmala, Ratnapura and Satyapura are Ramsen, Bhinmal,
Ratanpur and Sanchor, respectively  Up to the time of Samar-
asimha the prinaipality of Jalor had been confined to the Jalor
Distnct and the terntory interveming between it and Kuradu, but
with the coming of Udayasimha on the throne the kingdom
seems to have extended considerably  After Kelbana the
kingdom of Nacdula had broken 1nto pieces and a major portion
of it now formed the part of Jalor kingdom  Most of the places
mentioned above were formerly 1n the possession of the Nadolya
branch  Nadol, the very seat of their government, which wag
conquered first by the Muslims and then by the Guhilot king
Jaitrasimha, was 00w 1 his possesston Mandvyapura wa
ruled atleast up to 1193 A D by one Sodhaladeva, the son of
KRelhana, but the mghty arms of Udayasimha apparently

conquered 1t i

The Sundha lull wscnption also sp-aks of Udayasimha as
having put 2nd end to Sindhuraja and as not having been conqu
ered by the Gurjara king Dr. H C Ray potnts out that *the
word Sindhu raja may also mean king of Sindhu which <ountry
was not very far from the boundary of Udayasimha's kingdom 1
But Dr D R Bhandarkar tries to 1dentify him With the Prince
of that name, belonging to the branch of the Lata Chahlmanax,
whose son Sankha? was defeated near Cambay by Vastupala durimg

1 DHNI, Vol 11, p 1123, fostenote 12.
2 Saniba was also Known as Sangramanmis,
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the Vaghela king Lavanaprasada’s reign T The struggle agafnst
the Gurjara king who could not conquer Udiyasimha doubtless,
refers to the fact mentioned 1 the Kirtshaumuds that four kings
from Marwar consprred to march against Lavanaprasada, while
on the south the Yadava sovereign Singhana was marchmg agai-
nst im  In this bastle Udayasimha, the chief of the Marwar
confederacy, though wounded on the head by Lavanaprasada,
seems to have secured the victory, for cven the pro-Chaulukya
Ristikaumuds has to admit that “Lavanaprasada, though sull
sore and hostile at heart, had to return to hus capatal, concloding
a treaty with these herote rulers on account of the troubles cansed
to hts relatives and the public ' 2 A few yaars later Lavanapra

sada's son Viradhavala had also been placed almost in the same
predicament, for we learn from the Hammira-Mada-Mardana
that Singhana agatn marched against him on one side, the
Turushka calfed Milacchikara on the other, and Devapala, the king
of Malwa, on the third The kings of Marudesa were on the
point of joming the Turushka army, when Viradhavala at o ce
marched and won them over to his side The name of thee t 1ny s,
as mentjoned by the Kavya are Somasimha, Udayasimha and
Dh ha Of these Ud: ha 1s urdoubtedly the king of

1 ELVR XLp 15
Thu identif catian, however, does nat appear to be ¢ nvireing on the
ground that Sindhuraja of the Chahamana family of 1ata had been
slan by the Yadava ruler s:mlbam of Deagini n a batte on the barks
of the Karmada (Sharma D Early Chavhan Dyrasties p 16 and
also foot-note 17) ~ '

2 Kirti kaumudl, IV, 67 o & v s & i
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'
Jalor! The same Kavya further informs us that Virama, the

eldest son of Viradhavala, was married with the daughter of
Udayasimha and who was ultimately murdered 1n the Chaha-

mana vourt at the instiyation of Vastupala the Minister of the
Dholaka chief So, this marriage appeats to have been arranged
10 reconcile the Chahamana and the Vaghela kings of ther
hostilities However, as the Sundha hill mscniption nightly puts
it, the Chah king d ble for the lords of the
‘Gurjara kingdom 2

Conflict with the Turks

As Udayastmha grew 1n sitength and hus tertitories extended
wncluding even some places which had been occuped by the
Turks, a conflict with the Turks became 1nevitable The
Tawankh-1-Fitishia refers to one of s early conflicts with the
Turks 1n these words *Soon after this event, Oodye-Sa, the
tnbutary raja of Jalwur, having refused to make the usual pay-
ments, the king was induced to march”and reduce him to
obedience 3 The king referred to 1s doubtless Shamsu-d dig
litutmish and ‘Oodye-Sa’ 1s Udayasimha, the king of Jalor
Hasan Nizami, the contemporary historian at the Delm Court,
whis Tagu-1 Ma astr, records the capture of Jalor sometsme
between 1211 and 1216 A D.and says, “After sometime, they
represented 16'his Ma,'iesty that the inhabitants of the fort of
Jalewar (Jalor) had determined to revenge the blood which had
been shed, and once of twiee mention of the evil deeds and imprs

1 EL Vol NI,pp 7576
2 Ibid, Vol 1N, p 78, Vene 46,
3 BE, Vol 1,p 207
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oprieties of that people was made before the subhime throne
Shamsu-d din accordingly dssembled a Jasge army, and headed by
a number of the pillars of the Stale, such as Ruknu-d din Hamz1
2zu-d din Bakkanar Nasietted din Mardan Shah, Nasiru—d dip
Al and Badri-d dim Saubartigin, valiant men and skilful archers
who could m a dark wight hit with their atrows the murror on
the forchead of anelepfant The king took his way towarcs
Jalewar by the aid of God, and by reason of the scantmess of
water and food 1t was a matter of danger to traverse that
desert, where one muight have thought that nothing but the fa ¢
of demons and sprites coull be seen, and the means of escape
from 1t were not even written on the tablet providentsal design

Ud: Sah, the accursed, took to the four walls of Jalewar, an
exceedingly strong fortress, the gates of which had never been
opened by sny conqueror, When the place was invested by

Sh d din, Ud: Sah req d seme of the chiefs of the royal
army to atercede for his forgiveness While the terms of bis
der were under deration, two or three of the bastiors

of s fort were demolished He came, with Ins head and feet
naked, and placed s forchead on the carth and was received
with favour The Sultan granted him his life, and restored his
fosteess, and m return the Rai presented respectfully an hundred
camels and twenty borses, in the pame of tribute and after the
sustome of service, the Sultan then returned to Delh: ™2

From this account 1t 1s apparent that Udayasimha, afier his
full preparations to defy the mighty Sultan of Delhs was out fo

1 ED, Vol 11, pp 235-36.
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menge the tyranny 2and destruction perpetiated on the Hindus
by Shahabuddin Ghori, and when an oppoytunity was offered
afier the death of the taster in 1210 AD., he commenced his
sftack on the Mushms. This was reported to Ntutmish when he
Yook the reign of povernment at Delhiin 1211 A.D., and fie
led the expedition against Udayasimha. But he dots not
appear to have heen quite successful in his design, Hasan
Nizami himself decribes the difficulties of the invasion and his
stafement does not crédit the Sultan to have destioyed any temple
of the Hindus or plindered the fort of Jalor, aswas always the
case with the: Muslim invaders of the day. His sudden return
with a hundted camels and twenty horses only as persents in the
name of tribute from sueéh a powerful ruler seems to indicate
péthaps his hénoutable retreat, and even though he was success-
ful atailin redocing Jalor, he does not appear to have made
Udayasimha weak in any way.

But this was perhaps the beginning of the struggle and some-
time in 1221 A. D. when Ututmish again assumed the offensive
¢gainst Rajasthan and Gujrat, Viradhavala Vaghela of Dholaka
tnd his High Minister Vastupala Brga1n§ed a confederacy of
Hindu rulers to oppose the Sultan. Udayasimha was one of the
members of the league. This apparently frightened the Delhu
Sultan who, after having realised the difficulty of facing this
formidable league consisting of Viradhavala of Gajrat and

Uds 5 o P

and Db sha of Marwar, quietly

withdrew without a fight.2  Yitutoish led yet one more expedi-

y -

! Hammira-Madd-Marding {008, bp. 11 204 1124, ‘Also Se# Shacera,
D. ; Etrly Chauhan Cy-as-ic, p. 152,



2 THE CHAHAMANAS OF JALOR

tion agamnst Udayasimha  We learn from Minhs) that in 624
A H (1227 A D.}, **he (Altamash) attacked the fort of Mandur
in the Swwalik hills, there also God bestowed victory o him,
and much plunder fell into the bands of his followers 3 This
Mandur 15 appstently Mandor or Mandavyapura which was
then 10 the possession of Udayasimba

Hindy gccounts, however, give a différent story The
Sundha hill inscription credits Udayasimha to bave curbed the
power of the Turushkas #  Muta Namst t¢ils us that Sultan
Jalaluddin attacked Jalor but was defeated and driven back and
10 bear witness to lus statement be Quotes 2 well prevalent Doha
“‘The water which the Asuras (the Muslyms) had drunk from lake
Sundara with their mouths was taken by the ruler Udaya out
of the eyes of their (grief-stricken) wives ’2  The same stanza
has been quoted with shight variation 18 the Puratanaprabandha
Sangrah # We are told that after having conquered Guijaratrs
the Turk army quenched 1ts thirst 1n the Sundara Iake and balted
at the village of Sirana Then the Rawal Udayasimha defeated
them in the field of pattle and a chief, Malik Aibak by name,

”

I Effat, Vol 11,5 325
2 EIL Vol Ix,p 78 Vme 46
} gROR IR ad didt Fawg v’
&% weaq wifsa e e A b
MR Vob typ 15 1t
4 gavaf wgug afy, oF ded iy 1

sanafif @iy wfgze, ag A0 wawig I
$JGM Vol II,p 5O .
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was slamn.?  Nanst gives the date of this pattle m V 3298
(1241 A D) and the pame of the invader as Jalaluddim #
According to Puratana Prabandha Sangraha; Sultan Jalatuddin
could not stand the stigma of defeat and aghn in Vv 1310
(1253 A D) on the 5th day of the month of Masha, hzmsslf
led the army of 1nvaston, and, after having taken s residence
at Suvarnagin Jaid mynes to blast the fort Fearng that the
fort muight fall as a result of this mining operation, Uayastmha
asked Rajputra Bapada to negotiate with the Sultan who dema-
nded 36 lacs of drammas and the son of his minister Yasavira as
hostage The Sultan returned back after complance of the

termos of the treaty and the Rawalrebmit the wndermined walls
of the fort 3 ) L

5
Sultan Jalaluddin of the statement may refer either to Sultan
Shamsu-d din Iltumish Mmself o to lns son Jalaluddin £ In the
tatter case, the army of nvasion mxght) pave been fed by
Ja(aluddm7 Then there 1s the question of dates “These dates
do not fall 1 the reign of Htutmsh, although they are paris of
the reign of Udayasimha ‘I; 15 quite hlkely that these dates are
uot corsectly recorded  Butin case l)h:y ar'e correct, they may
tefer to some subsequent mvasion of Jalor which have not beer
tecorded by Mushgm histonans  Thus the Hindu and Mushm
accounts differ widely anditis a difficult problem to come to
s
SJGM Val.1I,p 50
MNK, Vol 1,p 153 5
SJGM, Vol 11, pp 50 51

LI S
For identification of Jalalu-d din See author’s D Litt Thess

By
oregesuen of Rorh Indiea Hind States (1415 152) A D ) oy
3 2 1970 unpublished) pp 174 176 % ¢ 0 b 7
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any definite conclusion 1o face of these conflicting reports, But
al the same 1t may be concluded that 1n spite of his repeated
attempts Shamsu d din ltutmush could not reduce the kingdom of
Jalor and had to content himself, with only a small present and
Udayasimha, 1n the midst of occastonal outbursts of hostilitres,
was as stroig asever Thus Udayasimha not only extended the
bound of the Jalor kingd but also raised the prestige,
power and political status of the Chahmanas of Jalor *‘Perhaps *
according to Dr Dasharatha Sharma *“Northem India had not

thz1 aay ralsr mightier than Udayasinha,”?

His gueen Prahladanadevi bore him two sons, namely
Chachigadzva and Cha d and from the Bhinmal 1nscri-
ption, dated V. E 1334, we learn that he had at Jeast one mote
son Vahadi,amha 2 He had a daughter also who was married
with Viramadeva, the son of the Vaghela kg Viradhavala

The reign of Udayasimha was a long one  His earhest known
dat 15 1205 A D and the latest, according to his Bhinmal
snscription, 1s 1249 A D The Nirbhaya bhimavyayoga 15 also
dated nthe V. E 1306 (1249 A D) 1n the victorious resgn of

behb !

Udayastmha *  But as the Kh
two notices of his reign1a V E 13[0 and 1314 (1253 and 1257

A D)4 he mght have ruled up to 1257 A D or shghtly more,
eajoying a long reign of more than 52 years

I ECD,p 055

2 SIGM, Vel II, p SO

3 Dr Peterson’s First Repare (1882 33}, Apy 5 pe 82, -
4 Sharma, D 3 Early Chauban Dynatier, p 148



CHAPTER 1V

CHACHIGADEVA

(1257-1282 A. D.)

Udayasimha’s eldest son Chachigadeva succeeded him on

the throne. For the reign of this king we have the following
mscnptions ¢ -

(1) The Sundha h%ll stone inscription. This famous inscri-
ption, which has been so far a valuable source of information to
us, is on two stones which were found on the Sundha hill, about
10 miles north of Jaswantpur in the Jaswantpur'Dlstrict of the
former Jodhpur State. The first stonc has 26 lines and the
second 24 lines of writing and they contain 59 verses 1n all
including the prose passage counted as a verse, The primary
object of the inscription is to glorify the Chahamana chief
Chachigadeva durning whose reign 1t was composed am:l for lwhom
it furnishes a date sn the month of Vaisakha of V. year 1319,
falling in about 12ﬁ2 A, D Fortunately the author has used the
occasion to give a account of the Chahamanas of Naddul;\,
which is of considerable importance and interest.

3
(2) The Kareda inscription.” It was found by Dr.D. R,
s
Bhandarkar at Sevadi, but originally it was lying at Kareda in
Mewar, doubtless Karaheda mentioned therein, It bears the

o
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date V. E 1326 (1269 A D) and refers itself to the rergn of
Chachigadeva *

(3) The Bhinmal stone mscription (No 1) Tt 15 1ncised on
the south face of the lower square section of the western side of
the north parr of dome pillars of Jagaswamins temple at
Bhinmal 1t 1s dated (V) S 1330 (C 1274 A D) It records
some donations to the god Jagaswamin by one Subhata for the
spiritual benefat of Rajadhiraja Udayasimha and humself 2

(4) The Btunmal stone mnscription (No 2) Itis mcised
on a fallen pillar to the nest of Ghazni Khan’s tomb on the bank
of the Jaikop lake at Bhinmal and contans 25 lines of writing
Ttis dated V E 1333 (1277 A D) at the holy Smimala in the
prosperous and victorious reign of Maharajakula St Chachig
adeva, during the term of office of the Pancha consisuing of
Mahattama Gajasimha and others It registers some grant by
Subhata the leading Kayastha of the Naicama family ard the
officer of Sr1 Satyapur Batnapur Latahrada for worship and

service to the Tirthankara Mahavira 3

(5) The Bhinmal stone mscription (No 3) Itis incised
oa the north face of the lower square section of the eastern of
the north parr of dome pillars of the temple of Jagaswamin at
Bhinmal, and contains 13 hnes It 1s dated V E 1334 (C 1278

EI, Vol XI,pp 76-77
BG Vol I, Part1 pp. 478-B0 As Itsdate indicates this record
belongs obviously to the reign of Chachlgadeva though at does not

[ e

mentron his name

Ibd pp 48081 L i bl 1

w
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A. D )in the reign of the same as i No. 2 1n the term of office
of the Pancha consisting of Maha .. .. (gas .« .. ..Stha and
the sest appointed in the treasury of the god Jagaswamia for

the god Jagaswamin for the spintual benefit of Sri Chamun-
'
daraja.t

We have a fourth Bhinmal inscription® belonging to his
reign which 1s dated V. S. 1328 (1271 A. D.). Besides there
ate two more inscriptions - Jalor inscription® dated V.S 1323
(1266 A. D) and Ratnapur lnscription# dated V. S, 1333
(1276 A D.). The latter two scriptions give the name of h|s’
prime-minister as Sei Jakahadeva (fakha).®

These eight nsctiptions range between V.E. 1319 (1262 A.D )
and 1334 (1278 A. D). However, the record of a ‘Partishtha’
at Jalor, dated (V) 1316 states that Padru and Muliga put a gold
cupola and gold dhvaja on the temple of Santinatha at Suvarna~
girtin the reign of Chachigadeva,® So the estliest known date
of this prince bring V. S. 1316 (1259 A. D.) and the last known
date of s father \3‘14 {1257 A. D.), Chachigadeva must have
come to the throne n V. 1315 (1258 A. D) 1f not earlier. He

must have died before V. 1339 (1282 A. D), the earliest known
date of his son and successor.
B

7
I b, pp, 481-83.
2 ELVel XL, p 1,
3 Tha,
< Jam Lekas Saagtaha, Vol 1, p 240, No 502,
S Iind,p, 28, Ne, 935 -
€ Sharma, D

1

Early Chauhan Dynastres, p 156
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Verses 47-59 of the Sundha hall 1scription refer to the achr
evements of Chachigadeva  Tn verse 50 he has been described as
““destroying the roaring Gurajara Lord Virama, hating the enemy
Salya, taking exquisit delight in falling the shaking (or leaping)
Pataka, depriving of his colour Sanga and thunder-belt to the
mountaia - the furious Nahara »?

Virama, the Vaghela prince of Dholka, was married with
Udayasimha’s daughter. On the news of his fathers mortal
illness he came to Dholaka and tried to assert his right to the
throne  But Vastupala proved too strongfor him  He secured
Visaladeva’s succession and forced Virama to fly from the city
Vicama, thus having been defeated, went to his father-in-daw
Udayasimha’s house and was treacherously murdered 2 This
cold-blooded murder of Virama tn the house of s own father-in-
law at the mstigation of the Manister Vastupald and the Dholaka
cheef Visaladeva suggests that his death was caused for the sake
of diplomacy But this seems to have happened dunpg his
father’s reign though at the hands of Chachigadeva

As regards the hated enemy Salya, he may be, as suggested
by Dr. Keelhorn and accepted by Dr Bhandarkar, the prince of
the same name menfioned in verse 19 of the Dabhoi mscripison as
an enemy of Lavanaprasada ® But here one difficulty  presents

rself i tdentifying Salya with the prince of the name 10 the

Dabhor inscription  This prince was contempogary of Lavana-

1 EI Vo IX,pp 7I-79

2 EI Vol XI,p 76
3 Dr, Sharma doubts the correctness of this inteepretation (Esely Chau

han Dynasties, p 156, foot note 3) N
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prasada, the grandfather of V. deva and as Vi deva
himself was a y of Chachigadeva, his grandfather
goes twd gererations ahead of Chacligadeva Consequently,
Salya of the above inscription also becomtes his sentor by two
generatrons Tt 1s more lkely that the Salya of the Sundha hill
wenption 15 the Salha of the Sanchor stone inscription of
Pratapasimha dated V E. 1444 1 According to Muta Nainst
this Salha was in the fourth generation of Vijayasimha, the
Toundér of the Sanchor bradch of the Chahdmanas? and 2
brotiier of Kirtipala Now Chachigadeva was also in the fourth
generation of Kirtipdla, so the two cousin$ Chachigadeva and
Salha® caneasily be faken to be contemporaries We have
further seen above that Sanchor formed a part of the dominton
of Udayanumha, thus slgmifymng that the Sanchor Chahamanas
had been reduced to the position of feudal vassals under their
cousins at Jalor Thus st is probable that Salha mght have
shown d towards independ. which Chachigad
would have been called upon to check and thus he might
have hated him as a disturber of peace in the kingdom

Chachigadeva is credsted to have taken delight in felling the

shaking Patuka This Patuka may be a local form of the name
Pratapa A ding to Dr. Bhandark

this Patuka (Batapa)

1 EY, Vol X1, pp 64-67.
2 MNK, Vol 1, p 173

3 :Coordmg to Namnu this Salha fell fighting in the battle agamnst
lauddin duting the 10vasion of Jator 11 1311 A, D Thys means that
Saihz tuled mn the last quarter of the thirteenth century and was not
only a contemparary but dctudily a véseal of Chacki
MNK, Vol 1, 164, enl b

;o
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was Chachigadeva’s own cousin, the son of Manavasimha,! who
was the elder brother of Udayasimha and the rightful heir to the
throne of Jalor, Dr. Sharma, however, 1s not inchned to accept
this 1d 10n and he prop to 1dennfy him with the Abu
ruler Pratapasimha who was an important figure and who ruled
at AbuuptoV S 1344.2

Dr. Bhandarkar identifies Sanga with Sangana, as a ruler of
VYanthals near Junagadh who was a brotber-in-law of Viradha-
vala and was slain by him.3 If this ideatification be correct,
this must have happened durig his father’s time becawse Viradh-
avala predeceased Udayasimha, and in that case Cbachigadeva
appears to have helped lis relation Viradhavala, while a
Yuvaraja 4 The ‘furions Nahara’ of the inscription also remains

omdentified Dr Sharma sugges.s that. he might have been
deva's own

some Mushm general defeated either 1o Ch
seign or tn that of his father.s

In Jodbpur inscnption of Rupadevs, ongmally found at
Budhatra and now deposited at the Ajmer museum, dated V E
1340 (1284 A D ) Chacmgadeva 13 meationed under ,thename
Chacha 1n line 8 This inscription also tells us that Chacha’s
wife was Lakshmidevs, and that this lady bose him Rupadew,

Ef, Vol \1,p 76
Sharma, D Early Chaulian Dynastes, ppr 156257,

E1, Yol XI, p. 76 '

Dr Sharma rejects thns 1deatificatzon on the ground that when Sang.
ana, the suler of Vamathaly, faught and lost hislife, Chachigadeva
must have been than & mere chld {Bacly Chauhan Dynastiss, p. 157)

- o o

% Sharma, D Early Chashao Dynasies, p 157,
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who became the wife of king Tejasimha {to whom <he bore a son
named K<hemasimha) and feunded a well of tank in A D71284
1n the reign of the Maharajkela Samvantasimhadeva *  This
Samyantasimhadeva 1s none but the successor of Chachigadeva
and apnears to be hus son, though, of course, no epigaph helps
us to determme the exact refation between them Tejasimha,
the son-ip-law of Chachigadeva was, accordmg toDr G H
Ojha, a Guhilaputra for whom we have the dates 1260 70 AD °
Nainss tells us that besides Samantasimha he had two more sons,
namely, Chah;dadcva and Chandra 3

According to the Sundha il ir{scnptxon Chachigadeva rem-
tted certain taxes at Srimala and at Ramasainya he granted funds
for the god Vigrahaditya and placed a golden cupola (Kumbha)
2nd a flag staff (dhvaja) on the temple of the god Aparajitesa to
whom at the same ttme he pave a silver girdle (mekhala) For

the same temple he provided a hall (sala) with a car (Ratha)

nichly decked with precious stones  He also visited the Sugan-

dhadr1 (the Sundha hill) worshipped there the goddess Chamunda,

known by the name Aghatesvani and i her temple established a
mandapa *

1 EIL Vol Iv, pp 312, foot note
2 O, G H RILp 52

3 MNK, Vel 1, PP 153 and 166
4 EL Vol I\, pp 7179
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was Chachigadeva s own cousin, the son of Manavasimba,? who
was the elder brother of Udayasimha and the rightful herr to the
throne of Jalor. Dy Sharma, however, 1s not snchned to accept
this identification and he proposes to identify nm with the Abu
ruler Pratapasusha who was an mmportant figure and who ruled
at AbuuptoV § 1344 2

Dr Bhandarkar identifies Sanga with Sangana, as a ruler of
Vanthals near lupagadh who was a brother-mn law of Viradha-
vala and was slain by hm 3 If this identification be correct,
this must have happened during his father s time because Viradh-
avala predeceased Udayasimha, and in that case Chachigadeva
appears to have helped his  relatton Viradhavala, while a
Yuvaraja 4 The *furious Nabara’ of the suscription also remamns

umdentificd Dr Sharma suggests that be might have been
d erther n Chachigadevas own

some Mushm general d
retgn or m that of hs father &

In Jodbpur inscaption of Rupadevi, ongaally found at
Budhatra and now deposited at the Ajmer museum, dated V E
1340 (1284 A D ) Chacaigadeva 15 mentioned under  the name
Chacha n lme 8§ This 1nscription also tells us that Chachas
wife was Lakshmidevs, and that ths lady bore him Rupadevs,

El, Vol Xt,p 76
8harma, D Bacly Chauhan Dynasties, pp 15657

EL yol XI,p 76 N

Dr Sharma rejects th ¥ sdeatifeatyn o the groawd that wyen Sang
ana, theruler of Vaaathali, fought avd lost hnlife, Clachsgadeva
mut bave beeq than & mere chatd (karly Chsuhan Dynasuss p 187)
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Sharma D Early Chaihan Dynastuies, p 157
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who became the wife of king Tejasimha (to whom <he bore 2 son
pamed K<hemusimha) and frunded a well or tank in A D/1284
in the reign of the Maharajkula Samvantastmhadeva 3 This
Samyantasimhadeva 1s mone but the successor of Chachigadeva
and apoears to be hus son, though, of course, no epigraph helps
us to determine the ex;ct relation between them Tejasimha,

the daw of Ch 4 was, ding toDs G H
Ojha a Guhilaputra for whom we have the dates 1260 70 A D"
Namns tells us that besides Samantasimha be had two more sons,
narely, Chehadadeva and Chandra 3

According to the Supdha tull inscription Chachigadeva remi-
ted certain taxes at Simala and at Ramasainya he granted funds
for the god Vigrahaditya and placed a golden cupola (Kumbha)
and a flag staff (dhvaja) on the temple of the god Aparajitesa to
whom at the same time he gave a silver girdie (mekhala)  For
the same temple he provided a bail (sala) with a car (Ratha)
tichly decked with precious stones  He also vigsted the Sugan-
dhadn (the Sundha i) worshupped there the goddess Chamunda,

known by the pame Aghatesvart and af her temple established a
mandapa 4

¥

1 EL Vol TV, pp 312 foot note
2 Ofa, g g R p 462

3 MNR, v L 5b 153and 166
4 ELVolIv v o -



CHAPTER V

SAMANTASIMHA

(1282-1305A D)

After Chachigadeva we find a king named Samantasimha
(1282-1305 A D ) also known as Samvantasimha and Samyant-
asimha, on the thyone of Jalor. As we have seen above, therr
exact relation ship has not been decided so far by any epigraph
though they appear to be father and son as the reference of his
seign 1m the Rupadewr’s Jodhpur nscription indicates that he

was her brother
We have the following Inscriptions for his rergn

(1) The Bhinmal stone nscriphon, dated V. E 1339
{1233 A D), 15 ncis+d on the south face of the first right pillar
i the Barap rest house at Bhinmal and refers itself to the
prosperous and victorious rergn of His Majesty (Maharajakula)
Sni Samvaniasimha 10 the term of office of the Pancha consisting
of Maha  simha and the rest appomted by hum It registers
two grants one by a certain Guhila Sahajapala and the other by
his wife, for the spiritual benefit of their respective parents 2

{2) The Jodhpur inscription of Rupadevs, dated V. E 1340

I BG, Vol I,Partl,pp 48384,
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(134 A D) refers itsell 1o the reign of Maharajakula Samyan-
\asimhadeva.?

(3) The Bhinmal stone inscription engraved on a stone i}n
the graund closs to the walf on the right entrance of the endoisu.re
of the old Mahalakshmi's 1emple at Bhinmat. 1t 1s dated V. E.
1342 (1286 A, D.) and refers tiself 1o the seign of as i No. 1in
the term of office of the Pancha consisting of Maha, i’.\ndyn
und the rest appointed by him. ¥t rejisters a grant by one
Alhanasimha of Rathoda race and enjoins that whosoever might

be the Selahasta {a revenue offiser) he should take care of st
continuity annually,®

@) The Bibwmal stdoe Iaseription, dated V. E. 1343
(1288 A. D)1 engeaved on the donth Facs of the lower squase
sectian of the nofh cast cornée piffac of th: dome of the temple
of Jagaiswamin at Bhinmial. It refers itsetf to the pmsﬁérbﬁ?
and Victotigus teign of bis Mbyesty (Maharajaku"a) S1 Samva
ntasumha g the ternt of office of thé Paucha consistung of Mah
Chhamha and the rest appownted by him. it 'informs usofa
golden kalasa setup on the place of the san-god Jagaswamin and
vedisters a grant of 200 Visalapri (yd) drammas géi;} d:iul)-

sited in the treasury of the god Sri Iagz;swamm for Warshi
and ete,® ’

(5) The Sanchot stone jasctiption.

Itis found a¢ Sanch
Iy . o
ying loose in the prison room attacked to the local ka(cb:‘ry' and

¥ KL Vol.IV, pp, 12 4.
% BG, ValJ, Pan 1, Pp. 48336,
3 Iwd, pp. 43638,
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1sdatcd V E 1345(1288 A D). It records that Maharajakula
Samvantasimhadeva was the king and at the holy place (Mahast
hana) of Satyapura (Sanchor), the Pancha, consisting of the
Mahanta Hira and others appointed by him, was exercising the
and the Selah

local authority Tt an
{revenue officer) was requested to look after this matter The
Selahasta s also described to supervise personally the Yatra
festival of the god Vaesvara 1

(6) The Juna stone inscription It 1s found at Juna or Juna
Badmer m the Mallan1 district, former Jodhpur State, and s
engraved on a pillar (n the porch of a dilapidated Jain temple
The record opens with the date V. E 1352 (1295A D) and
during the victorious rergn of the Mahamjakula Sr1 Samantast-
mhadeva, the Mahanta Chirasela, Velaula, the Bhandan Migala
and others appointed by the king to draw up documents, made
a rel grant at had; u to the gods Vighnamardana-
Kshetrapala and Chandaraja 1n the temple of Adinatha  The
grant consisted of a paila from every incoming or outgomg

caravan exceeding ten camels and twenty bullocks In default
of this payment 1 kind, tea Blumapriya Vimsopakas were to be
charged The grant was to be distributed equally between the
two gods  In lne 815 recorded the approval of this cess (taga)
by the Mahajanas or local bankers.?

(7) The Jalor stone mnscription  The mscription 1s engra-
ved on a pillar 1o the Topakhana at Jalor in the north western

1 EL Vol XI,pp 57-59
2 Ibsd,pp 59-60
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cloister near the south end Tt opens with the date V E 1353
(1290 A D) and then speaks of the Maharajakula Samanta-~
sumha as tergning at Suvarnagin and Kanhadadeva as ‘subsis-
ting on hus lotus ke feet and bearmng the burden of administ-
ration (Rajya-Dhura) * The object of the inscription 1s to state
that a certain Narapats made for the spititual welfare of his wife
Nayakadevi, the grant of a bazar, the rent accruing therefrom
was to be offered as the Pancham bali evary year 1 the temple
of the god Parsvanatha by the members of the goshtht  Narpan
1 making this donation had been jorned by the members of his
farmily and by a certatn Gunadhara who s called a Sanghapats
and was a restdent of Suvarnagin atself T

(8) The Chohtan inscription Th's short inseription was
found at Chohtan, about 30 miles south west of Badmer It
opens with the date V. E 1355 (1299 A D) and refers atself
the cony teige of the Mah kula S
and Rajan Kanhadadeva 2

® Dr G H Ojha refers to one of his inscriptions dated
1302 A D * Besides these nine inscriptions, seéven more inscri-
ptions belonging to the revgn of this king have becn subsequently
discovered from Bhimmal, Siroht and other places and they
<arty the date of thus prince to V S, 1362 (13054 D)=

1 T, pp 60-62,
2 Ibid, p 60, footnote 10
3 Ohs, G H ¢ Swohika Tuhas, p 183, footnote

4 Swrma, p Early Chashan Dynasties, p 159, footnote Y /7
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All these records range between 1283 and 1305A D and
ther find spots mdicate that he ruled over almost the same
ternitories as under his father Chachigadeva Though 1283 A D
15 his first known date, he appears to have come to the throne
even earlier but certainly after 1278 A. D, the last known date
of his predecessor. We have been above that one Kanhadadeva
subststed on his lotus like feet and bore the burden of the adm

nistration of the state ly with S: at least
from 1296 A D onward Heissard to be the son of Samantasimha
by Muta Namsi and 1t appears he was helping his father n the
admimstration of the kingdom as Yuvaraja or heir avparent
We are further told bv Nanst that he bad another son named
Maladeva, also known as Muchchala Maladeva perhaps on

account of his cunously big mustaches

Conflict with the Kbaly Sultans of Delln

We learn from Jinaprabha Surithatm VS 1348 (1291 92
A D) Firoz Khaly, the old Sultan of Delh1,, attacked Jalor and
advanced as far as Sanchor  Hawever, Sarangadeva, the Vaghela
king of Gujrat, came to the help of the Chahamanas of Jalor
and this forced the Sultan to retreat,2 It appears the Vaghela
king must have sensed the danger to Gujrat if Sanchor was taken
possession of by the Sultan ard this prompted him to rush to

the rescue of his netghbour

1 MNK Vol Lp 152

2 Vividhatribakalpa (SJGM), p 30
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feadership of Ulugh Khan to pumsh the Chatramana for his
solent answet aud 1t marched through the territory of Jalor 1
It was atoncs a challenge to the honour amd prestige of the
Chahamana prince which hre accepted 1n the nght royal Rajput
fashion % Tn the meantime things were not gotng on well 1n the
imperial army which was seething with discontent on the distri-
bution of the plunder among the soldiers  The Khaly
commanders used torture and vartous other methobs to recover
the one-fifth state share from the soldiers and made attempts to
deprive them of gold, jewels and other valuables This made
the soldiers desperate, and one of its sectrons practically mutini-
ed under the leadership of the neo-Mushms

Nainsi informs us that when the Khbalp army reached
Sakarana,® a village nearly eighteen mules from Jalor, the
Chahamana prince sent a messdge through Kandhala Olecha and
four other Ragputs to the Mushim general that ‘ You have not
done well by staying at my own village under my own fort after
slaying and making prisoners so masy hindus and with Mahad-
eva (Somanatha) as your captive Do you not consider me a
Rajput 77 The Rajput envoys were duly received in the camp
and while moving about in the Mushm camp they eame mio
contact with the disaffected neo-Mushm leader Mammushah

foud , p 109,

ibd,gp U2,

Lanikh »Firoz Shahs of Barns Trdnstated ato Engfsh by A R Fuller
and A, hhallaque, p 24, ED, Vol 111, pp 163-64

Fhe nam of this village, 3 to the K Py

was Sarana (1, 196)

w K

>
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(Muhammad Shah) and his brothers with whom they had some
seeret talk for a surptise attack on the royal army and came back
to Jalor Onthe third day, there was a concerted attack on
the Mushim army by the Hindu host on one sude and the neo-
Mushim leaders on the other This resulted m the kiling of 2
large number of Muslim soldiess but somehow the king escaped *

The Tatikh-1-Firoz Skehi of Ziauddm Barm also givesa
detatled account of this peo-Mushm mutiny 1n which Nusrat
Khan's brother, Maltk Aizuddin and a nephew (Stsiec’s son) of
Alauddin were slam  Ulugh Khan barely escaped with his Ufe,
and the neo Mauslims, when they dispersed, took refuge waith the
Rat s and the rebels * However, 1t makes no reference to the
Chahamana participation an the fight.

The Rajput soldiers obtained a part of the spoils carned
from Gujrat, Iiberated a large number of Hindu prisoners, but,
above all they rescued the rdol of somanatha which was being
carrted to Delhi ¢ to be trodden under the feet of the faythiul *3
Natnsi tells us that Kanhadadeva re-¢stablished the 1dol of soman-
atha at Makana and erected a big temple overat He thas saved the

t MNK, Vol T,pp 15859

2 Tankk 1 Firoz Shahi of Barns, Translated into English by A R Fuller
and A Rhallaque, pp 24 25, ED, Vol III p 164 The Kanhzdade Pre
abandha, on the other hand, speaks of the Rsjputraid alone on the
wmperial army  Apparently its author wants to give all credit to the
hero of the poem foc this Mushm debacle
Kanhadade Prabandha (1, 221-22), Ranamalla Chhanda end the
Rhyatz speak of the rescue of the 1dol of Somanatha by hanhadadeva
which the hhazainul Futuh of Amir Khustau, Tarikh 1 Fizoz Shahi

of Barni and the Vividhatirthakalpa of Jinaprabha refe to the idol
betag despatched to Delhe

©
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honour of India,?  According to the prabandha he was hailed
s an incamatron of Lord Krishna 3 In fact, as observed by
Dr Sharma “This rescoeof Somanatha forms o the popular
mind Kanhadadeva’s best and greatest title to greatness,”?

The Muslim leader M: hah (Mubammadshah) and
his brother, Mir Gabharu, took shelter with Kanhadadeva.
But they were 1n the habit of killing cows which the Hidus
dishiked  Kanhadadeva wanted to get nid of them on this
account and when they came'to know of 1t they took leave of
Inm and went to the court of Ranthambhor to seek shelter with
sts ruler Hammiradeva.®

{ MNE, Vol 1,189

4 Karhadadev Péabindhal (RPG), 1, p 235

4 Shdrmd, D,  Edrly Chdulan Dynasues p 169
4 MNR; Vol L p 160



CHAPTER VI

KANHADADEVA

(1292-34 A. D )
Chash with AYauddin hhalls #nd the Fail of Jalas

Kanhadadeva (1292-1311 A.D.)* Samantasimha’s sop
Kanhadadeva who had helped his father in the admunustration.
of the state, sutceeded him on the throne Hers also called
the tenth Safigtams (Dasam Sahgrama) amd Gokulanatha b
No scription of Kanhadadeva has so fas come to light to
wscertain the date of his accessron, but it seems he ascended the
throne sometume §n 1305 A Dy the last known date of hys father,
though ke has been referred to as Raja of Jalor by Finshta in
1304 A D The Tawankh-rFirshta, while speaking of the
conquest of Malwa and Gujatin 1304 A D says “Nebe Dew,
Raja of Jalwar, panic-struck at the Rapid progress of Finrook
Moolk, surrendered the place without oppositien **2  In identir
fymg this Nehr Dew, Munshi Devy prasad says that for ¢ Nehr
Dew' the published persiap text of the Tawankh rFitishta
has Gatar Deo which, with 4 slight change of dizentical marks,
«an be read Kanir Dev Kamir Dev of Jalwar can be no othes

than Kanhadad¢va, son of § of Jalons

1 MNK, Vol Ip 158
2 BF,Val 1,p 362
3 EL Vol XLp 77,
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We have seen above that while Yuvaraja or heir apparent
Kanhadadeva had played a Teading role in resisting the Khalje
emperor Alauddin  He bad refused not only a free passage to
his atmues to Gujrat but had also fought and defeated them
when they had decided to retum via Jalor. He had thus incurr-
ed the weath of Alauddin Ahalfi who scems to hase slept over
the matter for ncarly five years  He had perhaps more urgent
and weighty problems a1t ard nearer Dethy which demanded his
attention first  But when he succeeded in reducing or destroying
the forts of Ranthambhor, Chitter, Upain, Mandu, Dhar and
Chanden, which were hke so many thoms 1n the impenal apron
he set hus mind to the destruction of the Lingdom of Jalor which
had ptven um a severe cause of offente a few years back  The
tmpenial army thus appeared once again in 1305 A. D before
the walls of Jalor, and besieged 1t. Kanhadadeva was faced
with 2 formidable foe, funous to avenge & formersnsult It
appears, however, that the problem was solved for the tume
being by Ain-ul-Mulk Multant, the Khalji Commander, not only
aman of sword but also of preat learning and tact  He seems
to have induced Kanhadadeva to wisit Delbi and enrol himself

among uts allies

The mpernal ety of Delbi, howeser, failed to offer peace
with honourto a proud Rajput, who had lecarnt 1o be delighted
1n the practice of arms  Frrushta, the prince of Mushim histori~
ans, says  *“It 1s related that the Raja of Jalwar, Nehr Dew
(Kanir Dev), as has been stated above, resrded at the court of

1 Jourmnalof tnd  Hutory, 1929, p 369, foot note 4
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fofces was certataly an fnnovation,* perhaps on the partof
Iafer lustorians to find out &n excuse for the defeat of the impe-
#1al forees by the Chabamane phince,

Muta Nainst, however gives a shightly different version of
the resumption of the struggle with the Saltan He says that after
sometime of the first ¢lash between the imperial army and the
Chahamanas Alauddin sent for Viramadeva, the son of Kanhada-
deva, nt Deltn The Ravala consulted the members of his famly
on this matter and ultimately sent bis son to Delhi Viramadeva
Ela)ed at the court for some time. One day the Sultan

offered him the hands of his daughter who had fallen n
love with the Chahamana prance on account of his brave deeds at
the court  Viramadeva could not refuse st openfy and with the
permission of the Sultan he went to Jalor 1o order to come back
agam with the marrage party, But this was a mer¢ excuse to
escape and when he did not retum by the appoiated date, the
Sultan sent a huge army of five lacs under Mudfar Khan
(Muzaffar Khan) and Dauda Xhan to invade Jalor  They
besseged the fort of Jalor and the struggle contmued ynabaled
for twelve years but tn the end due to treachery on the part of
a Dahiya Rajput, the Chahamanas were defeated and Jalor was
captured, Kanhadadeva and his son fought bravely and died 2

s
1 Dr K S Laldotsnot agree ta 1tandaayrthat “Jtscems ndiculous
that 2 conculnoe  (slave girl) was put 1o command of an army comtt
Tured of bive Turks b officers and men, and they willing y served
under her  No contempotary historian gty thik act, and the story
which appears to be nothing more than conconction of Firshtah s
1magination should be sumidfily #éyecred ™ Hisloey of the Rbilps
1950, p 137, foot note Hiv
2 MNK, Vol K, pp 161~i64,
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more deterntined to contintue the war with still greater vigour d6d
force The Sultan d sending after

to jalor from month to montk and from year to year for nearly
five years *“without bemg able to injurg half a bridge of the fort””
of yjalor *  Thus practically exhausted the patience of the second
Alexander of the age, and at last 1n June, 1310 A D he himself’
marched at the head of the biggest army he had mustered so far,
came to the fortress of Siwana (Samiyana) and invested 1t 2

Sataladeva, the governor of stwana, was once more called
tpon to shoulder the heaviest responsibihity and he faced 1t with
the typical vigour and courage of a Rajput He knew 1f that
his forces were no match for the mnumerable Khalp hosts led
by the Sultan himself, but he did not loose courage  *“*He sent
out frequent sorties, bombed the Khalp army with stones from
the machines n the fort and threw down the ladders wherever
the Khalji troopers tmed to escalade the fort' ¥  Thus could
have made any general to loose courage, but once Alauddin
pessonally began a siege, he rarely rasedaty andina bud to
capture the fort of Siwana by assault, he constructed a pashib
reaching upto its highest post,¥ and gurded by the traior
Bhayala, he defiled the main tank of Stwana with cow s blood &
Ths stopped the maimn source of wates supply to the inhabitants

1 Joufodl of Ind Hustory, 198, p 377,

2 haoHadade Prabardha (RPG N 11), 11, 80-965
Khazawol Futuh, p 53 (teanslated by Habib)

3 Sharma,D  Early Chauhan Dynastres p §64,

4 Joumalofind Hstory,19%9, pp 375-76

5 Kanhadade Prabandha, 11, 154158,
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of the fort and further resistance became use'ess Thus, in ordet
to maintain the Rajput honour even agmnst ths heaviest odd, the
Rajput women performed with smile on their faces the tire
honoured practice of Jauhat and the Rajput soldiers, caring Ttle
far their ltves after having bathed and smeared therr fore-heads
with sandal paste, put Tulasi rosarjes round their necks, worshi~
pped Saligrama, and sallied forth for the fast tattle, determined
only to kil and tobe killed in action which they considered
the surest pass-port for the heavenly bliss For three quarters
of a day the battle was fought in all its fury until the last of the
Rajnut heroes fell fighting  Sataladeva was the foremost among
the killed ¥ Arur Khusrau alio admuts that “‘the besieged were
brave and haughty, and they did not fly even though their heads
were cut into pteces ™2 On the morning of Tuesday, the 23rd
of Rabu! Awwal, the Khalj soldters took the dead body of Sat-
aladeva to the Sultan and Kamaluddin won the applause of one
and all for having slam him. 1t was perhaps he who led the

final assault and after 1ts capture the fort was renamed
Khatrabad.3

U Thud, 159-57,

¢ hhazaiul Futub, Englsh Translation by Muhammad Habib, p 5,
and also Khazamul Futuh, Journal of Tnd, Hustory, 1929, p, 376,
3 Ibid,pp 35 snd 377, Alo see Khatamul Futal

b, English Transla-
tionby Muhammad Habib, » % ase =2 <0 = o o,
seata siver effigy = . -
neckand vanous ot PR T . T e

restored to the lordship ot the fort after the Sultan had divested 1t of

all its riches, The account, as pointed out by Professor Habab it hus

notes o the Khazaiaul Futub, 15 worng Firlsbta bas wrongly applied
10 Sataladeva the verses of the Khazamnul Futuh describing actually
+ the fate of the Ras of Warang:

al (Sharma, D . Early Chauhan Dyna.
suss, p 164, footoote 30,
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We leatn from Amtr Khusrau that afier the capturée of
Siwana, the-Snltan returned to Delhi leaving behind imstryctions
to his gehierals to devastate and subjugate the country of Marwar,3
The {nstruchipne wese followed hierally and a patt of the army
marched towards Bahadmer and captured and sacked §t,?
Another ariny turned towardy Sanchor and destroyed the greaf
Jain temple of Mahavira there.® Bhinmal alsg faced the jcono«
€lastic fury of the mfungted Mushm host, It was then, as hefore,
a great centre of Brahmanical learntng and culture, the Brahma~
purt of the Chavhans, It suffered a ¢arnage of the worst type
and thousands of Brahmans were carned away as captives,?  Dr,
Sharma bas rightly descnbed that “A wave of hosror and
resentment must have passed through gvery Hindu heart, as the
fleeing populace carned, far and wide, the tale of these Mushioy
atroeitiese Kanhadadeva’s sorfow was paturally greater than
that of others, but other Rajasthanis also must have felt thaf
their heasths antd homes, may ever therr rehigon, lives and
sulture were 1. danger, f the Mushms were permitled to run
amock like this and ravage the countryside at thewr swegt will,
Consequently warnors of all clans from Rajasthan, and perhaps
even outside 1t, readily responded to Kanhadadeva’s call to arms,
with their horses, equipment and arms they flocked to Jalor,
eagsr to ﬁghg agaipst the gnemiey of their gountry and therr

.

Khazanu! Funull, Jowrmalof Ind  Hutory, 1926, p. #17.

.
harhadeds Prabandbe, JI1, 30-3|,

Vavidhatuthakelpa, p 30 Yu author Jmaprablu Surf tefls ue that
the temple of Mahavira at Satyapura (Sanchor) waa polluted by
Alavddsn s army and the image carned off s V. E, 1367 (1310 A(D ¥
(EI, Vol X1,p 78),

»
“ m o=

4 Kanhadade Prabandha, II1, 24~29
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celtere 1 Kanhadadeva 1ssued orders to destroy the enemy
wherever they could be found and the Hindu host, 1 ts enthusi-
asm to control the fanatical fury of the Mushms, galloped on
through Revanu and Dhanasa to Khudals to contact the
enemy 3

The Hindu army swooped down upon the Muslim hosts and
they fied for their lives leaving behind their camp  equipage,
elephhants and men captured at Bhinmal, Sanchor and other
places 3 In therr jubilation the two Devada chiefs, Jarta and
Mahipa, who had been appointed by Kanhadadevn to the chief
command,* raced back with the spoils of war to Jalor to convey
the news of tms brilhant success,® while Lakhana Sebhata,
Salha and Sobhita; the three other ganerals, with their followers
stayed behind 1n the field of battle, and elated by their easy
wictory and finding that 1t was Amavasya day, they took off
their armour and batbed i atank nearby ® In therr jubilant
mood they sounded 2 drum captured from the enemy 7 Malik
Naib, the Muslim general, who was out for a hunt, heard the
sound and hurried back to the camp which had disappeased
dunng his absence leaving behind the dead and the woun-
ded, and the victonious Hindu host was enjoymg a gloripus

Sharma, D Early Chavhan Dynasties, p 165,
Kanhadade Prabandha, I1I, 69~71

Ibid, 111, 73 88

bad, 111, 36,

Tbid, 113, 88

Ibud,, 113, 89,

Ibid , 111, 93

T N B
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bath 1 The furtous Mushim general pounced upon the enemy
caysing a bloody massacre all around. The Rajput fought to
the last man and four thousand gallant soldiers with their three
leaders lay dead on the field, and not even one was left to carry
the tale of this carnage to Jalor * Maltk Naib after having
achieved this success carrted this message to the Sultan who was
highly pleased with 1t 2 In the meantime offenstve and counter
offensives on either side continued unabated and the ever victo-
rrous arms of the Sultan were still as far from success in this

total war as before 4

Alauddin then entrusted the prosecution of the war to
another general named kamaluddin and this time they made
the fort of Jalor 1self the target of attack 1t was besieged and
for seven days the Mushims made all-out efforts to take the fort
by assault but all their attempts were frustrated by Maladeva
and Viramadeva® who continued their sorties agamst the best-
egers, filled the ditches and destroyed the stockades surrounding
the Mushm camp On the eighth day there was a violent con-
flagration by thunderstorm which completely disheartened the
impenial forces and, finding their position no longer tenable, they
sarsed the siege and retired towards Delin 8 The Rajput forces
then delivered an eight pronged attack by Maladeva, Viram-

1hd I, 9497
Tbsd , U1, 98-104

Thad TIT, 111

Ihd 111, 112-157

Younger brother and son respectively of Kanhadadeva
Raahsdade Peabsadhas, 11, 160-170

I SRRV,
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adeva, Ananta Sisodia, Jaita Vaghela, Jaita Devada, Lunakarna
Malhana, Jayamala and Sahajapala on one of the Mushm
detachments and captured 1ts commander Shams Khan along
with his Harem and the rest fled for their Iives *

When this news reached Delhi 1t roused Alauddin’s anger to
1ts highest pitch and he decided to wind up at anv cost the disg-
raceful affaie of the mvasion of Jalor at the earliest and sent
agawnst Jalor an army which was more numerous and better
eGuipped than the previous one, and 1t was commandzd by Mahk
Kamaluddin, one of the best generals of the time 2 Kanhada-
deva made prepartions to face this onslaught and 10 the meantime
he sent out two forces to arrest its progress  One of the armies
commanded by Maladeva, his younger brother, encamped at
Vadi and the other under the command of bis son Viramadeva,
fixed 1ts head-quatters at Bhadrajan anb they arranged among
themselves to fight the Muslim army on alternate days ® This, no
doubt, stowed down the pace of th> impenal army, but all the
same 1t moved on under the command of Kamaluddin Gurg red-
ucing the terntory they passed through and safeguarding the line
of communication belund  They suffered heavily (n the process,

‘but the losses of the Rajputs were also not mnconsiderable ¢+ Ka-

Kanhadade Prabandha 11, Fitishta has pethaps sgnoted th ¢ unsucee
ssful snvasion of Jaler, (BF, Vol 1, p 370). Perhaps, in order to cover
up the dugraceful defeat of the imperial armies the story of Gul
Bubusht, the dancing gu), was invented lateron 1t s first found an
Tarikh 1 Alf written 1a 1565 A D

e

t
Kanbadade Prabandha, 1V, 60-87,
Ind , 105-107,
Ibad, IV, 114120,

-
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nhadadeva recalled both the Rajput generals for consultation and
while Maladeva was sent again to continue the fight against the
Muslim, Viramadeva stayed behiud at Jafor 1o assist his father 1
Kamaluddin gradually moved on to the walls of the fort of Jolor
and faid nts sicge with so much vigour that nothing could be
permitted to move n or out of the fort2 The blockade was
apparently meant to starve the garnson to surrender, and, 1
spite of Maladeva’s harassing tactics outside, remnforcement cont-
inued to pour 1n from Detht  In the meantimea Rajput forte
led by Lunakarana and others made a suceessful daring attack on
2 Muslim outpost at Udalapura a suburb of Jolor and destroyed
tt mcluding 1ts der Malik N ddin.3

The conditton of the fort inglde was, however, far from
bright  Provistons and water supply were running short  But
tmely ramns and the offer of the Mahajanas to replemsh the
stores averted the danger looming large over the horizon,* and
the fort of Jalor once more looked a3 invincible as ever Butall of
a sudden the situation took an altogether different turn and,
where the mightiest of the army had failed to curb the pride and
presuge of the prince of Jalor, treachery succeeded in laying
10w the fortune of the famuly in a few day. The Muslims won over
to their side Bika, a Dahiya Rajput, promsing to make him the
ruler of Jalor on the reduction of the fort The treitor Jed the
enemy 1n by an unfrequsnted though difficult, path which had

Tbid, IV, 120 and 142-43
Ibd IV, 14849 -
ibid , 1V, 158-62

1td , IV, 12140

PR
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beeu left unprotected and unmanned. When Hiradevi, the traito’s
wife, came to know of it, she killed her busdand atonce and
rushed up to the court to report the matter to Kanhadadeve.?

The situation became desperate and in a bold and courageous
bid to dislodge the enemy, Kanhadedva's S Like Kandhala,
Kanha Ulicha, Jaita Devada, Lunakerana Malhana, Arjuna, Jaita
Vaghela and others with thousands of fhe Rajput soldiers lost
their lives,2 Kanbadadeva’s brave queens Jaitalde, Bhavalde
Umade, Kamalade and others prepared fos the rite of Jaubar,
and prince Viramadeva’s coronation ceremony was also perfor-
med and he was blessed by his mother with eternal fame,®
Thereafter all the queens after having taken their bath and
performed the worship of gods ascended the pyre to be consumed
by the sacred fire.t Onthat very day as many as 1584 fires
were ht in which died women of all caste to preserve their
chastity and honour as also to allow their men to die mertyt’s
death in defence of their sacred mother land.

On thé fifth day of the final assault the Musfims reached
the temple of Kanhasvami which they wanted to destioy.® Now
Kanhadadeva himself along with the refienants of his chiefs
prepared for the final battle of his life in the typical Rajput

Jbud , 1V, 181-206, Nawnsi also refers to the treachery of Bika Dabiya
for the capture of the furt of Jalor, MNK, Vol 1, p. 164

Kanhadade Prabandha, 1V, 207221,
Ibid,, 1V, 232.38,

ibid , IV, 23340,

Ibid, 1V, 213,

b, 1v, 251,
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quality as well a5 his high s=nse of duty and responsibility that
made lum a reat leader of men and hus followers, 1n spite of the
hardships and pnivations brought about by a protracted stege
lasting nearly for a decade, served him loyally and faithfully up
to the end and quietly and calmly laid down their lives by bis
side 1n an unequal contest where nothing but death was the only
certainty  ““As a general Kanhadadeva was not probably tnferior
to his Hindu contemporaries To have kept fighting against
Alauddin almost throghout his reign, m spite of his (Alauddin’s)
tmmense resources, was m stself a feat None else equalled or
surpassed 1t Brave, intrepid to a degree, and sincerely religious,
Kanhadadeva represented Rajput chivalry at its best, and 1t 13
no wonder that not long after his death he was deified and
regarded as an avatara of Vishnu, the destroyer of the wicked
and preserver of moral order, His failure was more of a society
than of an individual, of a soctety the members of which, with
all their personal virtues, had not the political sagactty to

combine and defeat the designs of a power which was swallowtng
up piecemeal the whole of nd dent India. Kanhadad,

had not that rare Statesmanship which enables one to rise above

the weaknesses aud prejudices of one’s age, and become the
founder of a new and better order
own way,

He was a great man m s
but we should have regarded hum as much greater had

be combraed with Ranthambhor, Malwa or Gujrat and saved

thereby his own independence at that of the rest of Hindu
India 2

! Sharma D Early Chauban Dynastes, pp 169270
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